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Protecting Pets.
 
Protecting People.
 

The big PLUS in Hea11gard-30®Plus is 
the treatment and control of intestinal 

parasites, on top of the 100% heartworm 
protection you depend on. 

It's impo rta nt to co ntro l int estin al 
parasites in your dog because some 
parasites can be passed from pets to 
peop le, and may cause d isease. 

Meria] wantsto besure that aJ1 dog owners, 
and the general pubIic, are aware of these 
potential diseases - called parasitic 
zoonosis Andmostimportantly, understand 
the simple steps to prevent them. 

Askyour veterinarian to recommend 
a treatment program against round ­
worm and hookworm infections. 
Some heartworm preventives, like 
Heartgard-30® Plus also provide 
protection against intestinal parasites. 

If you are aro und dogs, be sure 
to wash your hand s regul arly, 
especially after touching dogs. 

If you have small children, be sure 
they wash their hands after touching 
dogs, playing in grass where dogs 
have been or in public parks. 

Preventing parasites in your pet is easy to 
do. And that's the best insurance against 
parasites being passedfrom pets to people. 

If you'd like more information about 
the importance of deworming your pet. 
visit your veterinarian and ask for our 
brochure "Protecting Pets. Protecting People." 

Heartgard JQ ~7 " 
. . Plus

(iVermeclmlpyrantelj 

Hl?ar1.Q.ild-3O' ~i$ "r~W~tf.vetnlolkiJt'~LlIT'll1ed" 
CC1lyngnl 200.1 M"r" !Jrmlell. HOC -G3-1r.Ei] -JM P,'tON5 52tXHT28 

·:i··J.. 
I 

certai n percentage of cases. This is 

p robabl y th e effec t of several genes 

wo rk ing toge ther to influence the 

func t ion of th e im m une syst em, rather 

th an just a single gene. 

T he majority of FE C V infec tion 

occurs in m ulti-ca t env iro n ments, such 

as she lte rs , multi -cat h omes and 

ca tte ries. Suc h env iron ments favo ur th e 

t ran sm ission of th e vir us from o lde r 

in fec ted ca ts to yo u nge r, m ore 

susce p tib le ca rs via feces. 

Signs and symptoms 
T here are two for ms of FIP. The 

effusive (o r wet ) form 

IS charac te rize d by the 

acc um ulation of fluid in the 

ches t o r abdom en . This fluid is 

hi gh in pro tein content and is 

ofte n a yellow colour. The 

non-effusive (or dry) form of 

FI P is cha rac terized by 

infl amrn aror y lesions ca lled 

pyogran ulomas tha t can be 

fou nd in almos t any o rgan of 

th e body, includ ing the 

nervous sys tem . 

Cats stlfferingfrom wet FIP ioill have 
accumulated a yellow fluid in their chests 
or abdomens. 

Sig ns of illn ess co m mon to both 

effusive an d non-effu sive forms of FIP 

in cl ud e loss of ap pe tite, weight loss, 

lethargy and a flu ctuating fever that is 

n ot resp onsive to ant ib io tics. Cats with 

th e effus ive form m ay develop a swollen 

abdo men or difficul ty breathing due to 

fluid accu m u latio n . 

Diagnosis 
As with so man y aspec ts o f FIp, testing 

rem ain s probl ematic. To date, there is 

no way ro sc ree n healthy ca ts for the risk 

o f d evel oping FIP. C o ro nav irus 

antibo dy t iter s-a measurement of the 

immune sys te m 's reac t io n to th e 

presence o f feline co ro nav ir us- are 

rarely effec tive an d sho uld not be used 

to scr een FIP in healthy ca ts. 

There are newe r DNA-based blood 

tests believed to be FI P-sp ecific, w h ich 

are offered by a few laboratories . 

H owev er, these tests are no t considered 

valid by FIP experts, since m an y have 

no t be en sub jec ted to indepe n de nt 

sc ien tific scru tiny. 

The fact remains th at th ere is neith er 

a sc reen ing test fo r FIP in healthy ca ts 

nor a foolproo f way to d iagnose FIP in 

m an y sick ca ts . Since diagno sing FIP 

sho uld never be base d on any sing le tes t 

resu lt , vet erinarian s will ga th er a variety 

o f in formatio n abou t th e pat ient-age, 

source, ph ysical exami na tio n fin dings­

and the results of lab o ratory tests­

complet e blood co u nts, bl o od 

chemistries- to help them rul e in o r 

rule out a di agn osis of FI P. 

If fluid is present in the patient's ches t 

or abdo men , it can be analyzed for 

ch an ges typical o f FI P. The dry for m 

of FIP is th e mos t ch allen ging to 

d iagn ose. T he best way to diagnose th is 

fo rm of the d isease is wi th a biopsy, but 

man y cases are not co n firme d until a 

post-mortem is perfo rm ed . 

Treatment 
Sad ly, th er e is n o k nown effective 

treatment for cats wi th FI P. Treatments 

ar e aimed at p alliat ive car e and pa tient 

co mfo rt. Drugs that su p press th e 

immune sys te m resp onse to FIPV 

m ay temporari ly sta b ilize patients. 

However, m ost p ati ents eve n tua lly 

de teriorate to th e point whe re human e 

euthanasia is chosen. 

The good ne ws abo ut thi s disease is 

that many dedicat ed resear ch ers aro und 

the world co nt inue to wo rk to unravel 

the pu zzle that is FIP. In the last 10 years 

so much pr ogress has been mad e in 

understanding FIP, and the fu ture holds 

much promise in th e fight aga inst 

thi s d isease. '~I 

Susan Little, DVM , Diplomate. ABVP 

(Feline), is a veterinarian at Bytoum 

Cat Hospital in Ottawa, Onto She 
can be reached at Sma nLittle DVlvl@ 

compuserve.com. 
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